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considered to be the property of men and hence whenever there
is a fight between men, vengeance is taken on the enemy's wife,
mother and sisters. They are abused in a scandalous manner. In
a peculiar psychopathological state of mind men rape women. The
superstition that intercourse with a girl of immature age will cure
several diseases like gonorrhoea and syphilis also contributes in no
small measure to the offence of rape.

Films and literature by and large are criminals in this matter.
Film producers are competing with one another in portraying rape
scenes as vividly as possible. They pander to the animal instincts
of man. Not being content with that, they see to it that the stories
of their films invariably end with the marriage of the victim to the
assailant. These .films are spreading the the cancerous message
that a man can anyway get the woman on whom he wishes to wreak
vengeance or showers his infatuation by subjecting her to rape and
humiliation. The film producers introduce rape scenes in their films
even our of context just to attract youth and make .money. Their
misdeeds have to be checked. So also may novels come into the
market with such themes. Public opinon has to be roused so as
to stop the rot.

The woman has been reduced to a show-case piece, a
plaything and the property of her husband. She is weighed down
by the feeling that she is bound to be subordinated by men. Hence,
the power of resistance in women is dying down. Two groups quarrel
resulting usually in one group raping the women of the other group
and vice-versa. In fact, the woman is not to blame. She is smitten
with shame and when she does not rise in revolt she suffers. Taking
advantage of the woman's weakness in this regard, the culprit
remains unpunished.

An amendment of the IPC was made recently by the Parliament

by which the sentence was be enhanced from 7 to 10 years in rape

sases.   It stipulated a minimum sentence of 10 years to him if he

nappend to belong to the police force.   To imagine that offences

;an be prevented or their number reduced by mereiy raising the

>eriod of sentence is a misconception. The penalty of death sentence

or murder is not restraining murders.   What is the use of fixing.

ligher punishments when steps necessary to bring home the guilt

o the accused are not taken?   First and foremost, the victim of

ape must be given shelter and help.   She has to be enabled to

let over the shock and regain a balanced state of mind. Then she

tas to be medically examined and her statement recorded.    If

ivestigatton into the crime is then conducted and a case filed against